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1. Welcome and Introductions (00:00:13)

Ted Knowlton, WFRC Deputy Director and Chief Planner, called the meeting to order at 11:45am and

welcomed all those in attendance. Introductions were made around the table and online. 

2. Approval of December 5, 2025 JPAC Meeting Minutes (00:07:29)

Mr. Knowlton brought attention to the minutes of the past JPAC meeting held on December 5, 2025.

Commissioner Bob Stevenson made a motion to approve the minutes and Mayor Dirk Burton seconded. The 

affirmative motion passed unanimously. 

3. JPAC purpose, structure, and schedule for 2026 (00:08:20)

Mr. Knowlton presented on the purpose and structure of the Joint Policy Advisory Committee and reviewed

its history. He also stated that there will be a basic outline for the agenda of each  meeting that will cover the 

following topics: updates to Utah’s Unified Transportation Plan, and information on local, regional, state and federal 

policies that impact transportation needs in the area. He welcomed discussion and asked for input regarding other 

issues the group may like to discuss in future meetings. (00:27:07) Mr. Knowlton then apprised the group that the 

dates of JPAC will move to Thursdays (June 4, Sept 3, and Dec 3) and the remaining calendar appointments will 

be updated. 

4. Utah’s Unified Transportation Plan 2027-2055 update (00:29:39)

Mr. Knowlton then introduced Andrea Olson, UDOT Planning Director, and LaNiece Davenport, MAG MPO

Director, who provided an update on Utah’s Unified Transportation Plan. They reiterated the benefits of having a 

statewide Plan, and described where the development of the plan is in its process. They discussed shared time 

horizons, financial assumptions, and performance measures. 

5. State Legislative Session wrap-up (00:46:27)

Mr. Knowlton turned the time to Miranda Jones Cox, WFRC Government Affairs Manager, and Leif Elder,

UDOT Director of Policies and Legislative Services, who presented on the 2026 Legislative outcomes that impact 

transportation needs around the state. They provided information on SB197, which impacts UTA/Transit futures, 

(00:55:23) SB242 and HB481, and HB575. (01:10:07) Ben Huot, UDOT Deputy Director of Planning, added 

information on budget and appropriations legislation.  

6. Federal / Congressional update (01:24:43)

Mr. Knowlton introduced Ryan Leavitt, with Barker and Leavitt Consultants, who continued the presentation,

with information on federal and congressional updates. Mr. Leavitt discussed transportation reauthorization status. 

(01:33:33) Andrew Gruber, WFRC Executive Director, reiterated the importance of the collaboration and shared 

purpose of all of Utah’s transportation partners. (01:38:10) Ms. Jones Cox stated that the concluding report for the 

federal topic would be to discuss the status of other discretionary grants and asked Mr. Huot to speak to those. 

7. Other Business and Adjournment (01:37:53)

Mr. Knowlton asked if there were other items of business to discuss. There were none. He then reminded

the group that the next meeting will be held on Thursday, June 4, 2026. The meeting adjourned at 1:30pm. 

A recording of this meeting, as well as any meeting materials, may be found on the WFRC website at www.wfrc.utah.gov.

http://www.wfrc.utah.gov/
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